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A 


W O R D 


TO THE 


Freeholders, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


HE Rights and privileges of a. Subject 
of Great Britain, are ſo conſiderable, 
and of that Importance, that we can 
ncither value ourſclves too much upon 
them, nor be too jealous of the lealt Incroach- 
ment thereupon. Our glorious Anceſtors de- 
livered them down faf: to us through Seas of 
Blood; they thought no Dangers, nor no Coſt 
too great to preſerve them; and it is incumbent 
upon us to tranſmit them down in the fame 
Manner to poſterity: If we do not, our own 
Children will be bound tO curſe us, and we {hall 
juſtly deſerve that ignominious Reproach caſt upon 
| us by Mr. Voltaire, That we are no more like the 
i Engliſh i» Oltver's Days, than the Monks and Mons 
| ſignori of modern Rome, are like the ancient 
| SC1ÞP10's. 

| tis the invaluable Happineſs of a Briton, that 
he can neither be inſlaved, nor impoveriſhed, Cut 
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by his own Fault; all Attempts to ruin us, whe- 
ther by open Force, or filent Treachery, will be 
vain and ineffectugl, unlets we owmlclves prove 
tardy; every Individual. therefore, who :mmnives 
at, ins in, Or approves of, ſuch Meaſures as are de- 
ſtruct ive of bis Country's Intereſt, i, a Traitor to 
the Comwonvwecaltb, and, as far as in him lies, 
forges Chains for Lis Fellow-Subyc ts. 

This Charge is of fo heinous a Nature, ſo deep 
a Dye, that one would imagine few or none would 
be guilty thereof; and 1 make no doubt bur 
divers worthy Gentlemen will bz ready to ac-— 
quit themſclves of this Imputation, notwithſtand- 
ing chey are in reality as culpable as any, as thall 
be proved inconteftably in the Sequel. 

By Our Conſticution, which is indiſputably the 
beſt in the whole World, nor excepting that of 
the © hinefe, every Nan in the Kingdom, who has 
a Freehold worth 40 5s. per Ann. has a Vote, by 
his Repreſentative in Parliament, in making che 
Laws by which he himſelf is governed. The 
King, and thoſe delegated by him, have only 
the exccutive Part thereof ; and his Majeſty is in- 
veſted with juſt Power enough to put thoſe 
Laws in Force. 

The King by himfclf has not the Authority to 
make any Law; all he can do is, to refuſe his 
Aﬀent to any Bill that is offered to him for his 
Concarrence; the Lords may do the ſame ; the 
Commons likewile may lay aſide any Bill, as we 
have ſcen lately un a very memorable Occaſion. 


ſt is certain, therefore, whilit our Repreſentatives | 


are Men of Honour and Iategrity, that no Bill will 
be ſuffer'd to pals into a Law, bur what is for 
he mutual Weltare and Intereft of the whole 
ommunity; and ſurcly we muſt be ftrangely 
fatuated, if not worſe, if through Favour, At- 
cction, or any temporary Advantage, we are 
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prevail'd on to chooſe any Nepreſentativet, who 
are not Men of the ftrideft Honour and Integrity. 
We may, indeed, be once deceiv'd in our 
Choice, by having a better Opinion of the ber- 
ſons, who offer their Service, than they deſerve, 
and fo far we are excuſable; but nothing can 
palliate our failing a ſecond Time into the ſame 
Error, and re-elcaing thoſe Members, whoſe 
Conduct in Parliament we have before had juſt 

Reaſon to diſapprove. | 
What ſhould we fay of that Gentleman, who, 
having detected his Steward in betraving his 
Truſt egregioully, and embezzling his Eſtate, 
ſhould be fo bewitched ro continue him in his 
Service, and nor call him to an Account? And 
ſure we ought to be more cautious in the Choice 
of our Repreſentatives 1n Parliament, than any 
one can be in the Choice of his Steward, inaſmuch 
as the Preſervation of our Lives and Liberties 
(Things infinitcly more valuable than any Eſtate) 
may depend upon their good or evil Conduct. Be- 
ſides, how can we expect that they will be juſt to 
us, and diſcharge the Truſt we repoſe in them, 
fairhfully, if we, for our Parts, are ſo indolent and 
carelcſs, as not to be juſt to ourſelves in an Affair 
of ſuch Importance, whereon the Safety and Wel- 
fare of the whole Community immediately depends? 
But, it a Man would be highly blame-worthy, 
who ſhould continue a Sceward in his Service, 
whom he has detected in betraying his Trutt ; 
what ſhall we ſay to him who employs one, that 
not only has betray'd his Truſt, but that, in an 
Affair of the utmoſt Importance, has acted di- 
rectly contrary to his expreſs Command? Such a 
Conduct would be ſo monſtrous, that I want 
Words to fer it out as it deſerves; and one 
would hardly bclicve that any one could be 
gullty of fo much Folly and Stupidity ; me we 
av 
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have lived to ſee, not ſingle Perſons, but whole 
Boroughs guilty of a Conduct full as ridiculous 
and ſtupid, 

Have we nor ſcen them one Month ſending 
up inſtructions to their Members to oppoſe the 
Exciſe Scheme in the ſtrongeſt Manner, and ex- 


preiling their Dread and Deteſt 1tion thereo;, - 


as fully and emphatically as poilb.e? And have 
we not ſcen them the Month aficr, reelecting 
thoſe very Members, althv' in Contempt of their 
Inſtruci ions they had woted fer it, and were actu— 
ally rewarded with lucranve Places for their 
Drudgery on that Occation 2 How fhal} we c- 
count for ſuch an Inconfiltercy in their Bcha— 
viour Can any thing be more ſcanc alous ? 
And does it not give all Mankind Room t » con- 
clude, that they are cither under ſome ſtrange 
Influence (not that of $RIBERY to be fure, 
becauſe there is an Act to prevent CORR U P/ 
T1ON) or elſe, that they are ripe for S L A- 
VERY? 

If theſe 2worſhipful Gentry could /uffer by them- 
ſelves, for ſuch an inconſiſtent Conduct, I thould 
freely give my Vote for it, neither, | dare ſay, 
would any one pity them ; ſuch tlaviſh Souls are 
fit for nothing but ervitude, nor know they the 


Value of Liberty; they would not clle, like ſau, 


baricr away their Birih-right for a Mels of Pot- 
tage: But let us leave ſuch abject Wreiches as 
incorrigible and irrcclaimable ; perhaps, when 
it is to late, they may fce their Error. 

This brings into my Mind a very remarkable 
Paſſage that happened in the latter end of Queen 
Année s Reign, between the lateiviarquiis of X#/þarton, 
and the late Archbiſhop Sharp, which, becauſe it 
is known but to very few, and will, I believe, 
be agreeable to my Keaders, | ſhall take the Li- 
berty to relate, It was as follows: 5 
Theſe 
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Theſe two great Men happening to meet in 
the Crmt of Requiſts, home few Months before 
the Queen's Death, the Archbiſhop called the 
N arquiis aſide, and told him, he ſhould be glad 
to ſpcak 1wo or three Words with him. With 
me, my Lord? ſaid the Marquis in a Surprize 
(rhcy being of a very different Kidney, and he 
having, at the b<(t, but little Reſpect for the 
Gentlemen of that Cloth) pray what is your 
Gracc's Pleaſure? M Lord, an{wered the Arch- 
biſhop, very ſeriouſly, I am ſorry to (ay that 
* the Mcaſures the Miniſtry are purſuing at pre- 
ſent, are by no means ſuch as 1 approve of ; 
they ſcem to be going very unwarrantable 
Lergths : I have hitherto joined with them, 
« whilſt I thought they had their Country's In- 
© tereſt, and the Welfare of the Church, at 
Heart ; bur, whatever they may imagine, or 
whatever Opinion your Lordſhip may have of 
me, I am no Pretenders Man; lam no Faco- 
bite; and I hope your Lordſhip will believe 
me, when | aſſure you I never will be one, 
but will oppoſe that Intereſt to the utmoſt of 
my Power : To this End it was I now deſired 
to have 2 Conference with your Lordihip. 
To be plain with you, I have fume Reaſon to 
ſuſpect theic is a Deſign: on Foot to bring in 
the Pretender ; they ſhall never have my Con- 
encc theicin ; wheretore, it our Lordſhip 
will join Forces with me, 1 have (till ſome In- 
terelt in the Houle, particularly with thoſe of 
my own Order, we will form a Party ftrong 
enough to make Head againſt them, and 
break all their Meaſures, 

* Is your Grace in carncſt ? ſaid the Marquiſs 
of Wharton, do you really believe there is ſuch 
a Lelign? i do, upon Honour, replied the 
Archbiſhop Very gravely: Let me beg Leave then 
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te to tell your Grace a ſhort Story,” req»in'd the 
Marquiſs with equa! Gravity, The Archbiſhop 
thought this a very odd Anſwer, bat beirg a 
Man of great,good Manners, would not interrupt 
him, and the Marquiſs went on thus: 

* Your Grace, perhaps, may not know that I 
* ama very kcen Sportſman, and, as all ſuch are, 
« not only very fond of my Dogs, but very care- 
% ful in breeding them. I had a Preſent made 
« me, ſome time ago, of a very fine Bitch; ſhe 
* grew proud, ard ] provided her a fit Companion, 
* expecting, in due time, a Litter of fine Pup- 
& pics. Accordingly, when Word was brought 
% me that the had whelp'd, I went cvery Day 
« to fee her Litter, pleatng mylclt with the 
* Fancy that thcy would prove excellent in their 
* Kind: But when the ninth Day came, the 
* Time that all Puppies uſe to ſce, theſe Whelps, 
„to my great Surprize, continued til blind. 
* Not knowirg to what to impute ſuch an un- 
common Accident, I tried them the Tenth, 
„ Eleventh, and Twelfth Day, and they conti- 
* nued ſtill the ſame ; wherefore, finding there 
* was no Hopcs of making any Good of them, 
„J ordered one of my Grooms to throw them 
e into the Horſc-pond: Would your Grace be- 
« heve it? ſaid the Marquis, turning tuddenly 
„ to the Archbiſhop, ba! replicd his Grace, 
« ſurptiz'd at the Queſtion, t as they were ſinks 
ing their Eyes opened, rejoines he; which laid, 
he walk'd away, and Iclt the Archbiſhop to ap- 
ply the Story. ; 

I doubt not but a great many Pertons, when 
they read this Story, will laugh at it, and think 
it no Way concerns them; bat let us turu the 
Tables, and fubiticure the Words,  birrary Fewer, 
Governing without Parliaments, and General Eæciſe, 
inſtead Of the Words iet, ε and Facebite, and 
{cc how the Story will run then. Let 
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Let us ſappoſe, then, for Argument ſake, that 
the Exciſe Bill had paſs'd into a Law, and 
that it had been followed (as it certainly would) 
with other Bills to the ſame Effect: In this Cale, 
ler us ſuppoſe the following Dialogue between 
Mother Osborne and Caleb D' Anvers; which is 
ſomething of a Compliment to the old Gentlewo» 
man, becauſe it is ſuppoſing her a Perſon of ſome 


Principles, and not entirely ſuch a Reprobate, 


as Squire Walſing ham. | | 

Dame Osborne, I am ſorry to ſay it, Mr. D' Au- 
« wers, that my Patron, at preſent, is purfuing 
* Meaſures which I can by no means approve 
* of; he ſeems to be going very unwarrantable 
* Lengths: I have hitherto join'd with him, 
* whilit I thought he had the Intereſt of the 
Church and State at Heart; but, whatever he 
% may imagine, or whatever Opinion you may 
have of me, I am no Friend to Arbitrary Power ; 
I am not for governing without Parliaments ; and 
“ hope you will believe me, when 1 aſſure 
you that I never will; but will oppole it to the 
* utmoit of my Power; which made me deſire 
* this Conference with you. To be plain with 
you, I have ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect there is a 
* Delign on Foot to bring us under a General 
* Exciſe, Which will make the calling Parliaments 
* wnneceſſary, and tends to the entire Subverſion of 
* cur Conſtitution; I deſire, therefore, you wall 
join Forces with me to oppole it, &c. 

Had this been the Cale, might not Mr. D' An- 
vers very juſtly have anſwered her as the Marquiſs 
of Wharton did the Archbiſhop; and, may not 
the fame, Story be applied very juſtly to every 
one Who gives his Voice for a Member, that 
vored for the bringing in the Exciſe Bill ? 

But perhaps I may be asked by ſome 7iſeacre, 
ſome State Dunce, what Analogy there is between 

bringing 
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bringing in the Pretender, and bringing in the 
Exciſe Bill? And whether I think the one would 
have been as dangerous to the Conſtitution as 
the other? To ſuch profound Politicians let me an- 
ſwer; That Popery, conſidered abſtractedly as a 
Religion, without its affecting our civil Concerns, 
is a mere Bugbear to frighten Fools with z that it is 
poſſible for a Nation to be free, not only if the 
Prince be a Papiſt, but even if he be a Mahome- 
tan; and that People may be Slaves, even tho 
the Prince ſhould be a Proteſtant. 

Our Anceſtors were, to all Intents and Pur- 
poles, a free People before the Reformation; and 
Magna Charta, with our moſt valuable Privileges, 
were obtained when our Sovereigns were Roman 
Catholicks: And the Swedes under Charles XII. 
were, and the Danes at preſent are, as much 
Slaves, as the French under Lewis XIV. or their 
preſent Monarch. It is not therefore the Pre- 
zender's being a Papiſt, nor yet his not being own'd 
as King James II's Son, that is the only Bar to 
his aſcending the Throne of Great Britain ; it 15 
his having imbib'd arbitrary Principles with his 
Nurſe's Milk; and he would be equally unfit 
to rule here, if he were of the Church of Exg- 
land. 5 | 

The Act of Succeſſion has made every Prince, 
who is a Roman Catholick, incapable of wearing 
the Britiſh Crown ; and if a Proteſtant Prince 
ſhould embrace the Popiſh Religion after his al- 
cending the Throne, he forteits his Title to it, 
ipſo fatto, by that very Act. Nevertheleſs, it 15 
my firm Opinion, that ſhould any Prince, herc- 
after, be as ſtrongly ſuſpected of being a Papi//, 
as the Duke of York was before he declared him- 
ſelf, yet if that Prince ſhould make the Laws of the 
Realm the Rule of his Government, all his Subjects 
in general, of what Denomination ſocver, would 
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( 12x ) 
unanimouſly join to ſupport him on the Throne, 
againſt all the Pretenders in the Univerſe. 

The Exciſe Bill then, as it tended to undermine 
our excellent Conſtitution, and render the very 
Being of Parliaments unneceſſary, would, in my 
poor Judgment, have been @ Blow never to have 
been recovered ; and thoſe Freeholders, or Burgeſſes, 
who give their Voices for re-electing ſuch Members 
as voted for bringing it in, give us a plain, but me- 
lancholy, Proof, that Liberty is of no Value in 
their Eyes; and would make excellent Subjects 
to the Grand Seignior ; Where *'tis a Principle of 


Religion, to offer their Throats TAMELY to the Butcher, 


whenever the SULTAN commands it. 

Were ſuch Freeholders, or Burgeſſes, as I before 
obſerved, to be the only Sufferers by their laviſh 
Conduct, t Call it 20 worſe, the Matter would not 
be much; nay, it would not be fo bad as they 
deſerve: But the Misfortune is, that the hole 
Nation may feel the curſed Effetts of one Borough's 
diſhoncurable Proſtitution of their Liberties, What 
do I ſay! One Borough! It may fo happen that 
one Freeholder, by his ſingle Suffrage, may give the 
caſting Vote for a Member, who may give the 
caſting Vote 1n the Houſe for or againſt a Bill, 
whercon the immediate Preſervation, Or Ruin, of 
the whole Kingdom may depends | 

Since, therefore, the ſingle Vote of an ordi- 
nary Frecholder may be of ſuch vaſt Importance, 
how cautious ought we to be on whom we con- 
ter ſuch an important Truſt as that of being our 
Repreſentatives, for ſo long a Term as Seven 
Years ? Eſpecially ſeeing they are no ſooner 
choſen, than it is out of our Power to call them 
to an Account for any Misbehaviour in that Sta- 


tion, and they are, or ſhould be, abſolutely inde- 
pendent. | 
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Had not this been the Caſe; had they been 
obliged to have minded the Inſtructions of their 
Principals, the Nation needed not to have been 


in ſuch a Terror, as they were, on a late memo- 


rable Occaſion: But we fee, in that Inſtance, 
What Numbers voted, in Contempt of their In- 
ſtructions, directly contrary to the repeated Deſires 
of their Electors: Nay, they were but inſulted, 
and openly laughed at, by them, as a Parcel of 
ſaucy Country Puts, to pretend to give any Direc- 
tions to Perſons of ſuch conſumate Penetration and 
Integrity: Tho' thele touchy Gentlemen were 
ſtrongly ſuſpected of having very readily received 
Inſtrudtiins from another Quarter. 

Before the Act to prevent Corruption Was paſſed, 
one might have accounted for a Conduct which 
now ſeems wholly unaccountable ; I mean, the 
electing ſuch Repreſentatives as have no one 
good Quality to recommend them: A purſe of 
an hundred Guineas might anſ2ver a.! Objections, 
and ſupply all Defects. And yet, had a Member, 
ſo choſen, given the caſting Vote for the Exciſe Bill, 
I would fain ask his Electors, what Intercft they 
think they mult have paid for that BRIBE? 
I am afraid they would ſoon have found them- 
{clves litterally Penny wiſe, and Pound fouliſh : For, 
as the Projector would not have ſtopp'd there, 
but Wines and Sugars, &c. &c. &c. would infal- 
libly have followed Tobacco, for the ſame ſpeci- 
vus Pretences ; it is certain they muſt, in a very 
little Time, have refunded the unrightzous Gain 
above four fold; neither would there then have 
been any End of their Reſtitution, which would 
have been entailed upon their guiltleſs Poſterity in 
Sæcula Sæculorum. Wo 

It is true, Providence, which is always juſt, 
ſaffers not the Corrupter to eſcape with Impunity, 
cicher in his own Perſon, or in his Poſterity, 
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any more than the Corrupted; as the Devil is 
puniſhi d for drawing us into Sin, yet more than 
we are for Sinning: And many a Member, who, 
for the /-ke of a Penſim, has conſented to lay. 
heavy Tuxes upon his Fellow Subjects, has liv'd 
to pay double the Value of that Penſion, after it 
has been en from him, as his Quota Of thoſe very 
Taxes, Which he was inſtrumental in laying, to 
curry Favour with ſome rapacious Miniſter. 5 

It is but a poor Comfort, however, to ſuch 
as abhor Corruption and Venality, in any Shape, and 
in all Ranks and Degrees, to ſce, that all theſe 
Wretches, from the higheſt ro the loweſt, are juſtly 
puniſh'd, either fr or laſt, for their ſordid Proſti- 
tution Of their Principles; becauſe themſelves, who 
are innocent, are at the fame Time equal Suf- 
ferers with them. Perhaps there is not a more 
deſpicable, or contemptible Character in the World, 
than that of an inconſiſtent Man: Do we not 
reckon it a great Reflexion, even upon the Fair 
Sex, that they are never long in one Mind ? 
What then mult ic be in ourſelves, who ought 
to be Maſters of more Reſolution and Steadi- 
neſs? The late immortal King MHilliam, when Prince 
of Orange, leflecting upon the inconſiſtent Be- 
haviour of the Engliſh Miniſtry at that Time, told 
that great Stateſman Sir William Temple, then 
Embaſſador at the Hague; There never was 
any thing fo hor or ſo cold, as that Court 
of theirs: Will your Maſter never learn a 
Word, I ſhall never forget ſince my Paſſage 
from England to Holland; when they kept 
continually crying to the Man at the Helm, 
STEADY, OTEADY ?” 

Whilſt 1 am mentioning our late glorious De- 
liverer, 1 cannot forbear obſerving, that the Me- 
mory of that great Prince ought to be eternally 
dear to every Engliſhman, of what Party or Deno- 
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mination ſoever; if we have yet any ſo fooliſh, 
as to ſuffer themſelves to be work'd upon by 
Party Diſtinctions, to be made the Tools of de- 
ſigning Men, and act contrary to their true 
Intercit. 


The Reaſons why his Memory ought to be 


ever dear to us, are; That it was his whole Study 
to make us a free, a happy, and a flouriſhing Peo- 
ple: To this End, he provided, as far as was in 
the Power of human Wit and Forefight, againſt all 
Caſualtics: Nay, he provided ſo far againſt 
them, that, humanly ſpeaking, ir was impoſ- 
ſible for any Misfortune of any Conſequence to 
befall us, but by our own Faults and Concur- 
rence: The At# of Settlement is a glorious and 


aſting Monument of this his Care and Zeal for 


our Welfare and Proſperity. 

Had every Briton that was a Freeholder, or a 
Burgeſs, been watchful over the leaſt breaking in 
upon the Ad of Settlement, and firmly reſolv'd 
never again to have woted for any Member who 
was conſenting to it, upon any Pretence what- 
ever, it is more than probable, that we had not 
now languiſhed under fo many incolerable Grie- 
Vances as we do at preſent. 

For Inftance, it was provided by the Ad of 
Settlement, that we ſhould have a new Parlia- 
ment every fourth Year, or, in other Words, 
that they ſhould fit but three Seſſions before they 
ſhould be diſſolved. But, in the Reign of our 
late King, our Repreſentatives thought proper, 
by their own Authority, to chooſe, continue, or de- 
pute themſclves for four longer; on pretence it 
was for the Welfare of the Nation ; and to pre- 
vent the ill Conſequences of a new Election ; at 
a Time when there was much ill Blood in the 
Kingdom, by Reaſon of the late r ; 
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which would have been blown into a Ferment, 
during the Heats that are uſual at Elections. 


will not at preſent diſpute, but there might, 
at that Time, be ſome Grounds for ſuch a Pre- 


tence; (ſure I am, chere are none now:) I will 
as little diſpute now, whether our Repreſenta- 
tives had any Right to continue rhemfelves for 
any longer Time, than the Term their Electots 
choſe them for, tho* much might be {aid on that 
Head ; but this I will venture to ſay, that this 
was breaking in with a Witneſs upon the AA 
Settlement, which was ſo ſacred, that it was 
moſt become Part of our Conſtitution. MY 

Now, had every Briton, that was a Freeholder 
or Burgeſs, at the next Election, antwer'd the 
Members, who voted for repealing that Part of 
the Act, as an honeſt Quaker did a Member, 
who had voted on that Side of the Queſtion, 
when he ask'd him for his Suffrage again: Friend, 
T ſent thee en an Errand for three Years, and thos 
ſtayedſt ſeven; I will have no more ſuch Serwants : 
Had cVELY Free holder, Or Burgeſs, I {ay, an{wer'd 
thoſe Members that were guilty, in that Manner, 
we ſhould have ſoon felt the good Effects of ſuch 
a rational and reſolute Conduct. — 15 25 

As they did not do ſo, it is obſervable, that 
every Parliament ſince has been for ſeven Tears; 


and that none of the Members, even of thoſe 


that voted againſt it, have moved for the repeal- 


| ing it; altho* the fame Reaſons no longer ſubſiſt. 


The ſame may be ſaid of the Riot Ad, which, 
*rwas thought, was only intended for a ſmall 
Time; and yet the Citizens of London have Rea- 
ſons to remember what an Uſe might have lately 
been made of it to their Coſt, had not their 
worthy Lord Mayor ſtood in the Gap, and very 
rightly diſtinguiſh'd between ſeditious Rioting and 
innocent Rejoicing : It is to be ene 

Tha. 
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That this Act will no longer be ſuffer'd to be a 
Thorn in our Sides, to be interpreted at Pleaſure by 
deſigning Men, but that ſome worthy Member will 
move next Seſſions for its being repealed , fince it 
is evident, that there is no longer any Di/affedion 
amongſt us, unleſs it is reckon'd being diſaffected, 
not to be well affected to Exciſe Men, and ſuch 
rapacious Stateſmen, ho, not content with pro te- 
ing them in their I»/olences, would add to their 
already too exorbitant Power, and make all the 
Nation Slaves, but themſelves, and their wile Ad- 
Berents. | 

But to return from whence we have digrefs'd ; 
When Men are of an inconſiſtent Temper, blowing 
ſometimes hor, ſometimes cold, like the Traveller 
in the Fable, there is no Manner of Dependance 
upon them; and 1 would fain know what ef- 
ſential Difference there is, between a Fellow of 
the moſt diſſolute Principles, whom no Man can 
truſt, and whom every Man abhors, and a Fellow 
whoſe inconſiſtent Temper makes him not to be 
relied upon, for fcar the Freak ſhould ms him 
to act directly contrary one Day, to What he has 
done the other. EE) 

All the Difference between the two is, that 
what the one does, through a profligate Temper, 
and vitious Principles, the other is drawn in to 
do through a criminal Eaſineſs, and Levity of 
Mind, which makes him as proper @ Tool for a 
deſigning Perſon to work with, as the molt profligate 
MAN in the Service of a certain honourable Gen- 
tleman: For what ſignifies it to the Party in- 


Jur'd, whether the Perſon who injures him, does 


it thro' an ill Principle, or any other Motive ? 
If I follow a Man with a Gun upon his Shoulder, 
and the Piece goes off by Chance, and ſhoots me 
through the Head, 1 am as much dead to all 


Intents and Purpoſes, as if the Man had kill'd 
| | me 


C19) 


me deſignedly. Or, which I think more to the 
Matter in Hand, if one Man kills another, when 
Drunk, he ought ro be hang'd, when Sober; for 
a Man who acts under any other Influence, 
than that of his own Judgment, may, in my 
Opinion, be ſaid, in one Senſe, to be drunk: 
For what is a drunken Man, but one who is in- 
fluenced by Wine, to act contrary to his own 
Judgment? And, as I obſerved before, what 
ſignifics it what it is influences a Man, provided 
he is influenced? 

I have known ſeveral Men, in the Courte of 
my Lite, who have not been ill Men in them- 
ſelves; nag, who have been naturally of a good 
Diſpoſition, but have not had the Reſolution or 
Fortitude to ſay NO to any thing that has been 
asked, or propoled by their Companions. 
What has been the Conſequence of this crimi- 
nal Eaſineſs? Why, molt of them have run out 
their Eſtates, and brought their Families to Beg- 
gary; nay, ſome of them have actually dy'd in 
Jail. Now 1 would fain ask, what worle could 
the greateſt Rake, or the molt harden'd profli- 
gate have donc? lis juſt the fame Caſe, and 
equally criminal, in Thoſe, who are by any 
Means whatever influenced to vote Contrary to 
their Principles. 

The pooreſt Excuſe in the World, for an Action 
that is attended with the moſt deſtructive Con- 


ſequences, is, Who would bave thought it? How 


weak and deſpicable does ſuch an Excuſe make a 
Man look? Yet this is all the Excuſe of the 
eaſy Gentry above-mentioned ; and this, had the 
Bill pals'd, would kave been all the Excuſe of 
thote, who gave their Voice for the Members 
who voted for the Exciſe: But they would not 
even have the Comfort of this wretched Excuſe 
now, ſhould they again vote for the ſame per- 

C {ons, 
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ſons, and ſhould their Choice (as there is all 
the Reaſon in the World to imagine it would 
be attended with a Thouſand irreparable Miſ- 
chicfs. | | 

For my part, I confeſs, can fee no juſt Rea- 
fon, ſuch Perſons would have to cry out againſt 
a certain Projector, ſhould he even attempt [0 
RIDE them in a lieral Senſe, and clap Sad- 
elles on their B-cks, and B-idles in their Mouths ; 
according to the Deſign hinted at by Fog ſome 
Months ago. In the Name of Wonder, what are 
thev fit for elſc! And who would they have to 
blame, bat themſelves 2 1 hope, however, if he 
ſhould cver think proper to put ſuch a Deſign 
in Execution, that he will be fo quit as to give 
his n Countrymen the Pre-eminence ; clpecially 
the worthy Citizens of N-rw-ch, With the wiſe 
Burgeſſes of Y-rm--th, and of L: nn. 

Shakeſpear, who was as good a Judge of hu- 
man Nature as moſt Men, judg'd very rightly, 
when he brings in Cæſſius, in his admirable Play 
of Julius Ceſar, ipeaking after this Manner: 


Poor Man! I know him well: He were no Nef, 
But that he fees the Romans are but Sheep; 


He were no Lion, were not the Romans HINDS. 


it has been the ſame Caſe with all Tyrants, 
and all Rapacious Miniſters, Who are the 2 of 
Ig rants, ever ſince Julius Ceſar z only with this 
Difference on the worſt Side: Ceſar was a Man 
of extraordinary Genius, and molt uncommon Vir- 
zwes ; they, for the moſt part, are Men of ſcarce 
any Genius, and deſtitute Of all manner of Virtues : 
Ceſar, tis true, came by his Power illegally, and 
ſo far was a rant; but when he bad obtain'd 
it, no Man ever made a better Uſe of it; and it 
would be well if ſome lawful Princes gens 
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with as much Juice, Lenity, and Diſcretion 2s 
Fulius Ceſar: In ſhort, he wanted only a wu! 
Title to have been numbered amongſt the beſ# of 
Princes. 

On the contrary, the other worthy Gentlemen, 
I mean rapacious Miniſters, have conſtantly aim'd 
at Power, only to make the vie Uſes thereof; 
vx. to depreſs Men of the brighteſt Genius, and the 
greateſt Fortunes, Merit, and Probity; and to cxalt 
the Scum of the Earth, Fellows of no Principles, 
Fortunes, or Merit; Fell, who would noi fie 
at the vileſt Drudgery, and whole only Recommen- 
dation has been, that they would boggle at Nothing, 
and muſt be true to their Maſters, thro' Self- 
Intereſt, becauſe no-body elſe would employ them. 

When ſuch are the Ties, which, I hope, will 
never be in our Days, it is caly to guels hat 
Services are expected from chem; and we need nor 
wonder it we hcar of nothing but -Frauds in all 
Ranks and Profeſſions, from the higheit ro the 
loweſt. They ſupport the Miniſter, and he muſt 
protect and recen them; wheretore they a hang 
ſtrongly together, becauſe they well know that, 
otherwiſe, they mult unavoidable al, HANG 
together. | 

When any Nation is brought into ſo forlorn, 
fo deſperate a Condition, to have its Vitals 
preyed upon by ſuch inſatiate Bloedſuckers, I can 
compare it to nothing but the Vraelites groa uing 
under the egyptian Bondage: And, in my Opi- 
nion, lie leis than a Miracle is requiſite to 
{ave ſuch a People from abſolute Deſtruction, 

It is che peculiar Happineſs of Our excellent Conſti- 
tution, that no ſuch Thing can happen here; and 
that we can never be reduced to fo deplorable a 
State bur by our own Faults : For, ſhould a Prince 
be fo blinded, as that unhappy Monarch, King 
Charles I. was, to his Deſtruction, to eſperſe and 
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protect: an evil Miniſter againſt the whole Bent of 
the people, yet, as long as our Repreſentatives are 
Men Of Honour and Integrity, an incorrupt Parliament, 
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vile Adberents, in Spite of the Prince, would 
bring ſuch a Miniſter to the Block; it not being in 
the King's Power to pardon any one who is 
impeached by Parliament. 

Whilſt the Parliament then continue Men of 
Honour and Integrity, the People of England are 
ſafe, and their Liberties and Properties ſecure ; as on 
the other Hand, they could never be ſo effectually 
inſlaved, as they would be were their Repreſgnta- 
tives to be under any ſmiffer Influence: They 
would be du Slaves, without knowing, or be- 
lieving they were fo, if I may uſe that Expreſſion, 
and without a Poſſibility of Remedy: For, as all 
the Proceedings of their Repretentatives would 
have the Form and Santtion of Law, the wileſt 
Tniquities might be tranſacted under that Colour, 
and yet the People have no Room to complain, nor 
no Hopes of Redveſs. 
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Low ſays, Volenti non fit Injuria ; that is, A Man 

who is willing to ſuffer an Injury, in Fact is not 

injured at all; and as their Repreſentatives were 

their own Choice, they muſt abide by their Deeds 

good Or bad: And they would have no Hopes of 

Redreſs, becauſe it ould not be to be expected from 

them, who alone had the Power; and thould they 

offer to right themſelves by a high Hand, it would 

4 be termed, as indeed it would be, Rebellion, ſince 

1 they would have the Law on their Side for all 
they had done, | 

| ; How deſperate then muſt be the Condition of 

ſuch a People, when the Laws, which ſhould be 

their Protector, are made uſe of to plunder and 

oppre/s them! Then it is they are ſcourged with 

Scorpions; 


that Terror and Scourge of evil Miniſters, and their 


They would have no Room to complain, for the 
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Scorpians; and treated in the Manner they richly 
deſerve ; for their abject Proſtitution of their own 
Votes, and betraying the Liberties and Properties 
of Thouſands of their Countrymen, who would 
have had wore Honeſty, had they had the Power 
to have prevented it. 

The Romans never had the leaſt Shadow of Liberty 
after Fulius Ceſar declared himſelf perpetual 
Dictator, a Dy equal to that of Emperor; 
but nevertheleſs, as long as the ſucceeding Em- 
perors kept up the fame Form of Government, 
and they had their Conſuls, their Tribunves, and 
their Senate, they bore it patiently, and imagined 
themſelves a free People ; although it is apparent 
from Hiſtory, that the Turks never were greater 
Slaves, under the moſt arbitrary of their Sultans. 
It is true, they were not to be pitied,-tor this was 
no more than what Jugurtha, long before, fore- 
ſaw would be the natural Effects, and inevitable 
Conſiquences of that CORRUPTION, for 
which they were fo INFAMOUS in his 
Time. Vale, venalis Civitas, mox peritura, ſi Emp- 
torem inveneris, is a Say ing applicable to, and that 
will be verified of, every City, and every Nation, 
where CORRUPTION prevails, 

It is evident therefore that Slavery, under the 
Colour of Law, is not only the moſt intolerable, 
but the moſt dangerous Slavery, as it is the Hardeſt 
to be ſh:ken off; and there are few Inſtances of 
any Nation's having cver recovered their Liberties, 
who have once loſt them after that Manner. 
How cautious then ought every free People to be, 
whom they intruſt with that precious Pledge, and 
to whom they delegate the Power of making their 
Laws! The Perſons, intruſted with that /:cred 
Depeſitum, ought to be like Cæſar's Wife, not only 
free trom Corruption, but even free from the very 
Suſpicion Of Corruption, or elſe, the Lord have 

Aerey 
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Mercy upon them, ought as much to be written over 

that People, as it uſcd to be over the Houles that 
were infected with the Plague. 

I have read ſomewhete, | cannot immediately 

recollect where, of a glwinus People, in formet, 

Times, whole unparalleld Browery, and continual 

Succeſs, both by Sea and Land, made them the 

$4; Arbiters of the Fate of all the Nations round about 

them, Their Alliance Was courted, their Enmity 

dreaded, and their Flag reſpetted far and near, 

They were in a profuurd Peace With all their 

Neighbours ; their Trade flouriſhed, and was effec- 

tually ſecured ; they were ruled by the moſt whole 

ſome, and moſt mild Laws, ſuch Laws as, without 

an Infatuation, muſt have kept them bappy; and 

their Crown was firmly ſettled on a Line which had 

for Ages been famous tor being the Patrons and 

16 Guardians Of Liberty; the only Nation from 

(ft | which they could apprehend any thing, if in- 

k deed they had any Reaſon to apprehend” any 

thing from any Nation, was divided within it 

ſelf, and languiſbed under a Minority: Thus proſ- 

perous; thus courted; and thus dreaded; would 

any one believe that this ſame People, ſhould, 

in the {mall Space of twenty Years, without any 

viſible Calamity ; I mean, without Var, Famine, or 

Plague, become the Jet, Deriſion, and Scorn of all 

neighbouring Nations ! That they ſhould tamely ſuffer 

themſclves to be bullied, inſulted, and bubbled by 

every one round them by Turns! Nay, that they 

ſhould even put up quietly with being robbed, and 

9 plundered, for ſeveral Years ſucceihvely, by a 

14 Nation whom they had always before contemned, 

and ſhould bear with Impunity iuch repeated, luch 

| groſs Inſults, as would ſcarcely be paſſed by unre- 

| | venged; between Man and Man, by the moſt nuto- 
1162 rious Coward in the Univerſe. 
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Should we not be at a Loſs (were any fuch 

ver Thing to happen in our Days) to account for a 
hat Conduct every way ſo unaccountable? To what 
> ſhould we aſcribe a Fall from Glory o ignominious 2 


ely It would hardly be belicved, ſurely, that {ach a 
net. Change, in {ov (mall a Space of Time, when they 
ual bad no Misfortunes to dilcourage, no Defeats 
the from Enemies to difpirit, or daſtardize them, 
bout ſhouid be brought about mercly by Luxury and 
mity Corrupt ion ? 1 

ear. Yet fo it was; a Habit of Luxury was intro- 
\eir duccd and brought in Faſhion, which, by impo- 
ffec- } wveriſhing {ome of the leading ones, brought them 
Jole= to be dependent upon the Court, after which 
out they were calily corrupred, and made the Tools of 
and Þ 2 7:pacious Miniſter , not daring tO eppoſe even the 
had 7% molt f grant Villany in the Man from whom 
and they expected be Part of their Subſiſtence. It 
om bad been yet more tolerable, it the immenſe Sums 
in- _ that were employ'd to bribe theſe Wretches, had 
any been ſent from Abroad for that Purpoſe ; as was 
1 ir ſaid to be the Cafe of the Enyliſh in King Charles 
ro- the 24's Reign, when a the Miniſtry, and even 
ld © the King himſelf, were furmiſed to be Penſioners 
ald, FO Lewis XIV. But it was not lo here; fo aban- 
any | doned were thele Profligates, they cared not 
„ or | Whence they had it, ſo they had it; and theſe 
tall © immenſe Sums, with as much more to gorge the 


uffer Avarice of the Miniſter himſelf, were drained from 
by the very Vitals of the Poor : Can the Wit of Man 
they + imagine a more deplorable State! 

If theſe then are the fatal, the unavoidable Miſ- 
chief that attend Corruption, let us, if we would 
be a free People, guard againit it as an Evil, not 
leſs dangerous than the Plague: Whilſt we keep 
2 from that, not all the World can hurt us; the 
Engliſh never yet were inſlaved by open Force, but 
have conſtantly brought Deſeruction upon the 
Heads 
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Heads of thoſe who would have fetter'd them: 
But the Caſe is not the ſame with Corruption; the 
Mi chief is more ſilent, and conſequently the more 
to be feed; we fee no Enemy, and therefore 
are not upon our Guard againſt one: But an 
Enemy is not the leſs dangerous for approaching 
us under the Garb of a Friend; on the contra- 
Ty, a falſe Friend 1s infinitely more to be apprehended 
than an open Enemy, as he has more Opportunities Of 
injuring us with Safety to himſelf. 

A Man of Spirit will not be pull'd by the Noſe, 
without reſenting the Aﬀront ; for which Rea- 
fon, any one will think twice, before he will 
venture upon an Action, which, in all Proba- 
bility, he will have Cauſe to repent of; but how 
many Men of Spirit have we ſeen led by the 
Nofe, as quietly as one would wiſh? It is juſt 
the ſame Caſe with a whole Nation, if they are not 
upon their Guard againſt the i»/id;ous Deſigns of 
fome ambitious and avaritious Stateſmen. In the 
like manner it will require both a ſtout Rod, 
and a ſtrong Line, to hold a Pike, if you angle 
for it; but if you troll for it, and give it Play 
enough, you may hold it with a ſingle Hair. 
This is cxactly the Picture of the People of Great 
Britain; give them play enough, and you may 
perhaps bring them to your Bow; but if you 
offer to hold them by Force, they will infallibly 
break both your Rod and your Line. 

This puts me in Mind of an abſurd, blundering 
Fellow, who had for many Years met with un- 
common Succeſs in Angling ; tis true, he Caught 
none but Gzdgeons, and he made ule, whatever 
tis Hbim was for it, of a Golden Hook, At length, 
being puffed up with his unuſual Succeſs, and wiſely 
contdcring that one Pike was worth a hundred 
Gudgeons, a Fancy took him to change his Sport, 
and fiſh for Pike: But being the molt wrong- 

headed, 
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the Deaded, blundering NOODLE in the Univerſe, 


he never ſo much as thought of chenging his 
ore Tackling, but made uſe of the ver fame Rod and 


M: 


nore 


an Line with which he had been fo ſucceſsful in 
ing Angling for Gudgeoms : I ſhould have obſerved, 
tra. that he was toO ſelf-conceited cither to ask, Or take 
ded i Advice of any One. : : 
of Well, to work he goes, one Morning, I think 
| it was in April; but what was the Conſequece? 
Voſe As he ſtood upon a very rickliſh Place, the fr /# 
Pike that bit, had infallibly pulled him into tbe 


ow River, had it not been for the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
„ba. Gentlemen (I think there was One-and twenty of 
ow them) whom he had invited to partske of his 
the Þ Sport, promiſing them excellent Diver ſicn ; and, as 


#4 he could ſwim no more than a Stone, he muſt 
juſt 
: certainly have been drowned : As it was, he 4% 


501 * his Hock, and had almeſt loſt his Rod; which effe- 
15s © 9 . 4 . |: 
he Aually cured him of cver offering to angle for 


o 


god. © Pike any more. 
„There are a great many ſuch rong-beaded 


- 4s Fellows in the World, as the Angler, 40 whom Eis 
air. Story might be of ſome uſc; but *tis the Faculty of 
o-ces i that Family, never to take Warning ; here fore let 
may I leave them, and retuin from whence we have 


"you digreſſed. f | | 

libly / When a Wound is very dangerous, A 5kilful Sur- 
gen always proves to the very Bottom; nay, in 

deſperate Caſes, he frequently proceeds to Amputa- # 


gr , tion, and cuts 6ff the rotten Limb : Now, tho' Jam 
ught tor as Little Amputation as peſſivle, 1 am by no 
ever means for palliative Cares ; which, however fair 
gh, | they may fecm to the Eye, generally leave the 
wiſely ® Body worſe than they find it; becauſe che Di- 


ſtemper, whilſt it lies bid, does not lie idle, but 
takes the Jeeper Root, and grows the more inve— 
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"Tis jaſt the ſame Caſe with the Stare, as with 
the Body ; the former, as well as the latter, has its 
Wounds, and its Diſeaſes ; its ſcund Limbs, and its 
rotten Limbs ; and conſequently the former, when 
ditemper d, muſt be treated in the fame Manner 
as the latter, if we are deſirous of obtaining a 

erfect Cure. The State, as well as the Body, has 
its acute, and its chronick Caſes ; both of which 
are equally dangerous; it is true, the acute makes 
its Approaches more ſuddenly, and the other more 
by Degrees; Wherefore they may aptly be com- 

ar'd to the two different Ways of taking aTown 

y Storm, and by Blockade; but both the one and 
the other are equally fatal, and equally bring cer- 
tain Deſtruction on the Body Politick, 

To apply this; When a State is troubled with 
Rebellion, it may very properly be ſaid to Jabour 
under an acute Diſeaſe, and will hardly be reftor'd 
to Health, without a pret:y deal of Phlebotomy, if 
not ſome Amputations: When it is over-run with 
Corruption, it may as properly be ſaid to be af- 
flited with a chronick Diſtemper: When it is 
drained of all its Money, it may be deem'd troubled 
with a Hemorthage : When its Trade falls to decay, 
ir may be call'd languiſhing under an incurable 
Conſurption : And when it is oppreſſed with many 

xd gricvous Taxes, eſpecially EX CIS ES, it may 
very well be affirm'd to be afflifted with a vio- 
lent Strangury. , 

Now, tho' each of theſe Diſtempers, may 
be ſaid to be, and really is, in the higheſt De- 
gree dangerous, yet, in my Opinion, Corruption 
ought the oſt of all to be apprehended, as its 
Approaches are ſilent, and it works by Sap, to uſe 
this Expreſſion, and undermines Our whole Conſti= 


tution. We find that we are at preſent fo over- 


run With this Diſtemper, that there is hardly any 
publick Office which is free from the Suſpicion of 
| it; 
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it; What do I ſay, the Suſpicion! There is hardly 
any Office wherein it is not almoſt publickly prac- 
tiſed, and connived at. 

We ſee by the Report of the Committee, ap- 
pointed to enquire into the Frauds and Abuſes in 
the Cuſtoms, that moſt of them have taken their 
Riſe from this epidemical Diſtemper, which is there 
skreen'd under the ſoft and fuſhionable Name of 
Perquiſites; and it is not only evident, but ſenſibly 
felt, that it has crept into our great Companies, 
thoſe exquiſite Monopolies; of which a certain 
Gentleman, famous for being always a Friend to 
the Puvlick, is the avowed and profeſſed Patron on 
all Occ:fions. In ſhort, it ſpreads but every where, 
and it is much to be fear'd, by the Conduct of 
certain Boroughs, in re- electing ſuch Members as 
voted for an Exciſe on Tob-cco, that ſome Knaviſh 
Lawyers have found a Loop-Hole tO creep Out at, 
in the late Act of Parliament to prevent C O R- 
RUPTION, in Caſe it ſhould ever come to 
be diſcovered in future Elections: If they have, I 
doubr not but they will not only receive Thanks, 
under the Roſe, but a hand{cme Reward from a 
certain Gentleman, whole only Support it has long 
been, and who muſt inevitably be ruin'd, when- 
ever an ꝙfectual Stop is put to this raging Evil; 
as, On the contrary, he may ſafely defy all his 
Enemies (which are no inconſiderable Number) 
as long as it is ſuffer d to bold its baleful Influence 
in a certain Aſſembly. . | 

It was a common Saying with Philip of Ma- 
cedon ; That no Town was impregnable, into which 
Entrance might be obtain'd, for an Aſs laden with 
GOLD. Why an A was pick'd out, for the 
Animal that was to carry the Gold, I will not pre- 
tend to determine; eſpecially, as he was no Aſs 
who gave it the Preference, in pitching upon it, 
rather than any other. I could almoſt be tempted 
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to believe that it was a ſevere Sarcaſm, and that 
He meant thereby to inſinuate, that no Place 
could properly be term'd impregnable, ſince, even 
where Courage and Condud tail'd, the veryeſt ASS 
alive miglit force open the Gates with a Geld:n 
Key; bur that none but an Aſs would be reduced 
to the Necef/iry of having Recourle to ſuch 
coward'y and ſcandalous Methods. 

Be that as it will, it is a Method that has been 
very much in Vogue of late Years, not to take 
Towns indeed, they are 7rift:s, and rather than 
break With a Friend, we would part with a Town 
or two at any Time, even if it was 5 —, or 
5 4 — 8 but to purchiſe All:ances, and 
Tre:ties, and ſecure Ourtclves a Ma jority at a Pinch, 
in Caſc a Farccl of fu dy Beggars ſhould unite in 
2 Conſpiracy againſt our Grandeur. 

It is a melancholy Conſideration, that Man- 
kind ſhould be ſo depraved, ro ſtand in need of 
the molt coercive Laws, to comel them to what 
is their own Intereſt, even without Compulſion: 
But is it not yet a more mclarcholy Conſide- 
ration, that their Pravity ſhould extend fo far, 
as to make it their whole Study to clude the 
beſt Liws, and render them ineffect ua? 

Yer how many Inſtances do we ſee daily of 
this coiminal Ingenuity ? No fooner is a Bill paſo'd 
into a Law, but ſeveral Heads are at Work to 
find a Flaw therein, whereby to evade it; ne- 
vertheleſs, I ſhall make no Scruple to ſay, that 
whozver ſhould attempt to act in this Manner, 
with reſpect to the Law abovementioned, to 
prevent Corruption, Would as richly deſerve a Halter, 
as ever Fonathin Mid of infamous Memory. 

If this Act ſhould be worded fo very carefully 
(as | hoe in Heaven it is) that there ſhould be no 
Subterfage to be found, we may reaſonably expect 
to feel the good Effetts of it the next Year ; " 
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by having none bur Men of the frideft Honour 
return'd as our Repreſentatives; and by having a 
Parcel of Penſioners, who have but juſt Eſtates ſuf- 
ficient to qualify themlelves, rejected with Igno- 
miny and Contempt: For, notwithſtanding the 


ſcandilous Examples, that have of late been fer us 


by ſome Boroughs, I can never believe, that the 
Genrerality of the Freeholders, and Burgeſſes of Great 
Britain, are either ſo weary of their Liberties, Or 


ſo fond of an Exciſe, as to intruſt all that is va- 


luable amongſt Men, with /uch as were cither 
ſo weak, or lo he, as to be drawn in to vote 
or a Bill, which, it is now evident, was Calcu- 
lated for the moſt deſtructive Ends. 

Ic thort, it appears now pretty plainly, that not 
one Tenth of the bated 500,000 l. which it was 
pretended was to have been raiſed by an Exciſe 
upon Wines and Tobacco, Could ever poſſihly have 
aucrucd from thence; and that the /o much extoll d 
Improvement of the Revenue, was only a Bait 
thrown out, for well meaning Gudgrons to have 
nibbled at; and a Pretence to have aggrandizd 
an amb:tious —, by ſuch a conſiderable Ac- 


ceſſion of Power, as 2 or zoo more Officers of 


the Exciſe muſt neceilarily have brought him. 
The Influence the Officers of the Exciſe have 
already all over this Kingdom, is ſo great, that 


it is an intolerable Grievance, and Cries loud for 


Redreſs; what then would it be, were their 


| Numbets increaled! As it is, how many fragrant 


Inſtances have we of their unſufferable In- 
ſolencies, even in this City! But that is no— 
thing to their Behaviour in Country Towns 


* and Villages, where they lord it over the poor 


Wretches, who are ſo unfortunate as to be 
Dealers in exciſeable Commodities, with as much 
Arrogance, as ever the DANES did formerly 
Over Our unhappy Anceſtors, 1 
Tis 


# | 
, . 
— —— ͤ —wnk—— ͤ —àÜA— 


— 


( 30 ) 
'Tis to be hoped, however, that ſome Stop 
will foon be to put their Oppreſſion ; and that thoſe 
Facks in Office, who exceed the Bounds of their 
Authority, will be ſeverely prniſh'd, ro teach them 
that we are not yer 5/zves, and that they ought 
to execute their Duty with common Civility 
and Humanity. In ſhort, the moleſting any Man 
in his Buſineſs, and ſearching his Hon/e (perhaps 
in Company with a Parcel of Ragamufpns, little 
better than Thieves) on pretence of run, or un- 
cuſtomed Goods, without very politive Informa- 
tion, upon Oath, and that by ſome credible Per- 
fon, that there is good Reaſon to ſuſpe& ſuch 
Goods are there harbour'd and conceal'd, ought 
to be made highly Penal ; eſpecially at a Time 
when there are arm'd Forces diſperſed all over 
the Kingdom, which are ready, at a Minutes 
Warning, to aiſiſt every little Raſcal that has a 
Mind to be troubleſome. 

Some Officers of the Exciſe (being willing, I 
fuppoſe, to ſignalize their Zeal, in Hopes of 
being promoted amongſt the mew Lewes) were fo 
impudent, before the Wine and Tobacco Bills were 
put off to a long Day, as to pull off the Mask, and 
aſſert their Right to ſearch any Houſe, by Virtue of 
their Office; it is true, they were over-ruled then, 


and, tis to be hoped, will pay dearly for their 


Impudence; but had thoſe Bills paſs'd, the Scene 
would have been alter d, and ſcarce any Man 
would have had the Boldneſs to have ſtood up in 

Defence of his juſt Rights and Liberties. 
Providence, more favourable to us than ſome of 
us deſerve, repriev'd us for that Time; bur ſhould 
we ſhow our Approbation of their Proceedings, 
by electing the ſame worthy Gentlemen again to 
ſerve in the next Parliament, I ſhould be loth to 
promiſe that, when they find themſelves firmly 
ſettled for ſeven Nears longer, they will not en- 
1 deavour 


„ 

deavour to return our Favour, by reviving the 
{aid Bills; tho' perhaps they may be new me- 
delled, and in another Shape, to make them 
down the more palatably: However, let them 
cook'd up as they will, I dare anſwer for it, they 
will prove but a bitter Draught in the End, 

Exciſet firſt got footing amongſt us in the Civil 
Wars, which was a Time of univerſal Confuſion; 
and they were even then /o odious, that each 
Party branded the other with being the Authors 
thereof; but before that, they were ſo much 
dreaded, that a Member of Parliament was very 
near being ſent to the Tower for only mentioning 
their Name in the Houſe, tho* with no evil De- 
fign : What then would they have done to the 


Man, who ſaould have propoſed multiplying them, 


when the Nation groaned under the Burthen 
of ſo many, as we do already? 

It is obſervable, however, that notwithſtand- 
ing they were ſo univerially dreaded and deteſt ed, 
the Miniſtry (who ſeldom conſult either the Incli- 
nations Of the People, or their Maſter's Welfare) 
having once found the Sweers of them in enrich- 
ing themſelves, found the Means, under one Pre- 
rence or other, to continue them to this Day, 
although, when they were firſt granted, twas 
only for a ſhort Time, and on Surmiſe of the 
moſt urgent Neceſſity. | 

Nor is this all; the Peyalties on Contravention 
of the Laws of Exciſe, were at firſt light and 
trifling, not exceeding five Pounds, if I am not 
much miſinform'd. They did not, as now, 
amount to ſuch Sums, that a Man in very good 
Circumſtances may be utterly ruined by a hard- 
mouth Villain, in leſs than three Months. As the 
Laws of Exciſe ſtand at preſent, I was to the laſt 
Degree ſurpriz d, that any one, who call d bim- 
ſelf an honeſt Man, and profeſſed the leaſt V 2 

or 
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for Liberty, or Abhorrence for the worſt of Slavery, 
ſhould offer to be an Advocate for their Extenſion, 
toany Commodities not already exciſed; or ſhould 
abet any Motion in Frvour of ſuch a d:ſtruttive 
and deteſtalle Deſigæ. 

Upon peruſal of the Lift indee of thoſe who 
voted for the Tobacco Bill, 1 found that two thirds 
of them were ſuch as had viſible Places under 
the Government; and that moſt of the Re- 
mainder had either fome ner Relations in Em- 
ployments, or hd received, or were in Expettation 
of receiving, {ome Titles of Honour. Thereupon 
I no longer wonder at thele Gentlemen's being 
ſo clear-ſighted, to ſce many Excellencies in a Scheme, 
which ſcem'd, to all the reft of the Kingdom, 
big with a thouſand Miſchiefs: 1 found they had 
weighty Reaſins for what they did; and were ſen- 
fible of ſeveral Advantages therein, to which the 
Gentlemen on the oiher fide of the Qucſtion 
were utter Strangers: Tis it was, I ſuppolc, made 
ſome of them wiite ſo feelingly in Bebalf thereof, 
to their Electors, who defired them to oppoſe it; 
tis true, they had the Misfortune not to convince 
them of their Error; but what then? Every 
one mult allow, they did their Endeavour, and 
the Fault was not theirs. 

The ſame inlighten'd Gentlemen, who ſaw fo 
many Benefits in an Exciſe, [ ſuppoſe, diſcern'd as 
many more ina ſtanding Army; for which Reaſon 
they were not Willing we ſhould be without 
that BLESSING alſo, notwithitanding we are 
in a profound Peace, With all our Neighbours, and 
may continue ſo if we pleaſe; nay, are COURTED 
to continue 0. 

Whether we ſhall think fit to do ſo or not, 
I will not at preſent pretend to determine all 
I ſhall ſay is, that it will not be like the Conduct 


of the Engliſh of late Years, it they ſhould ws 
on 


(3s) 


Don Quixot like, thruſt their Neſe into every Bod) 
Duarrels, tho* they ſhould have no more io do 
to interfere therein, than the Knight of the ill- 
favour d Countenance had with the Wind- Mills: 
And the ſame wiſe Councils, Which adviſed the 
falling upon the Spaniards in the Mediterranean, 
for which the whole Nation, but effeciall» thoſe 
ſturdy Beggars the Merchants, have paid ſo dearly 
ever ſince, may again, With the ſame Diſcre- 
tion, adviſe the ſecond Part to the ſame Tune, 
and we may chance to be as well rewarded for 
A 

As an Exciſe upon Wines and Tubacco would 
have been, and a ffandirg arm certainly is, a 
great Bleſſing to this Nation, ſo, on the contrary, 
an Enquiry into the Frauds Committed in the 
South- Sea Company, would, undoubtedly, have 


been highly prejudical and detrimental to the Publick, 
Wherefore the [ame Set of Gentlemen very honeſtly 
reſolved to prevent it; in which laudable Endea- 


wvours they were piouſly aſſiſted by another Sct of Re- 
verend Gentlemen, who have, for many Years, 
diſtinguiſ}'d themſelves by their indefatigable Zea 


for the Welfare of this Kingdom. 


Upon the Whole, it muſt be confeſs'd, that 
we are a very great, happy, and flouriſhing People 


(thanks to their unwearied Labours) if we may be- 
lieve Meſſ. Osborne and Malſingbam; What, tho" 
yg our Spaniſh Trade 1s entirely ruin d, and our Com- 


merce to Turky dwindled away to nothing ; the 


, French and Dutch having undermined us in thoſe 
two moſt beneficial Branches of our Traffick, by 
the Means of our own ol, Which is exported al- 


molt openly, without any Notice being taken 
thereof, at the ſame Time that there is ſuch an 


3 Outcry made about the Frauds in Wines and Jo- 
bacco, as being of infinitely nere Con/equence IO 
zus, than our vollen Menufattures ! What of all 


E theſe 
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theſe Trifles, I ſay! Stockjobbing, thank Heaven! 
flonriſhes as much, Or more than ever; Lotteries go 
on every Year; and never was there more Luxury, 
either in Clcarhs or Diet, than at the preſent, and 
this even among the middling fort of People: Is not 
that a Sign we are exceeding wealthy ! What would 
thole Grumblers, D ANVE RS, and FOG have 
more? | | 

It is true, if Owling were effetually prevented; 
if as much Care were taken to render that im- 
practicable, as has been to put a Stop to Frauds in 
ſeveral other Articles, not a hundredth Part fo 
important, we might, perhaps, ſtand a Chance to 
manufacture all our own Wool, and conſequently tO 
EN GROSS the whole Spaniſh, Portugueze, and 
Turkiſh TRADE: But what a Shame would that 
be in a Nation grown lately ſo polite as ours! 
How hoggiſh, and how greedy to monopolixe the 
hole Commerce to the Levant! But, above all, 
bow rude, and prejudicial, to Our good Allies the 
French and Dutch, to deny making them a Com- 
pliment of ſuch a Trifle as 10,800,000 I. per Ann. 
which we might gain by working up car own 
Wool, and keeping our Poor from ſtarving at Home; 
as has been irrefragably demonſtrated. In the 
mean while, 1 can't help congratulating my Coun- 
trymen, on our late Improvements in good Breed- 
ing; We are no more the Brizanni hoſpitibus feri, 
mention'd by Horace; no, we have wip'd off that 
Scandal eſtdtuallyß, and are become fo civilix d, 
that we wil! fooncr ſuffer ten Injuries, Or ſwallow 
ten fſſronts, than offer one, to any of our Neigh- 
bours ; although, 1 muſt confeſs, I don't find any 
of them very end Of following our Example, 

jr is very Certain, however, jeſting apart, that 
nothing would make us fo great and flouriſhing a 
People, as a due Care of our Woollen Trade, and the 
Herring - Fiſhery upon our own Caſts; yet ſo a 

an 
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and indolent have they been, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
provide forthe/elfare and Happine/sof Great Britain, 
that the French and Dutch have becn, not only ſuf- 
fer'd to run away With beſt Part of the former, but 
the Dutch have been left in quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
latter for many Years; inſomuch, that,! dare ſay, 
they would now plead a Right to it, and think 
themſelves highly injur'd, ſhould we endeavour to 
deprive them therof, although the Profits of it a- 
mount to to Or three Millions per Annum, which 
might as well be put into our own Pockets. One 
would imagine, however, that the extraordinary 
Care the States of Holland take, that we ſhould 
neither be furziſh'4 with any of their Tacłling for 
this Fiſhery, nor be taught their Art of curing their 
Herrings, making it highly penal, if not capital, in 
any one to /upply or teach us, ſhould ſufficiently let 
us into the Value of this Trade, and be a ſufficient 
Inducement to us, to endeavour to keep it to 
ourſelves. 

Were we but as true to our 0 Intereſt in theſe 
two Reſpects, as our politick Dutch Neighbours are, 
in every Article that regards their Commerce, 
we need neither envy them their Spice Iſlands (that 
valuable Branch of Trade, whereof they infamouſly 
robbed us) nor the Spaniards their Mines of Peru 
and Mexico; but, to their eternal Credit be it 
ſpoken, our Stateſmen have always been ſo very pub- 
lick ſpirited, to be willing any Country ſhould flouriſh 
but their own. I can't help thinking, however, 
that this has been a Piece of wrong Policy in theſe 
Gentlemen; for the richer the People are, the 
better Eſtates may be gotten out of them; and the 
better able they are to bear their Heeciug, and their 
Oppreſſion. 

Our worthiptul Managers of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, Who are as wrong-headed as their Betters, 
and ſcorn to be out done by any one in blunders 


* ing, 
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ing, thought proper, ſome Years ago, to ft out 
ſeveral Ships for the Greenland Fiſhery, at a vaſt 
Expence, which, like moſt of their Projects, came 
to nought: But had theſe Wiſeacres, inſtead 
thereot, fitted out a good Number of Herring- 
Buſſes, to have fiſh'd upon our own Coaſts, at a 
much leſs Expence, I am apt to believe it would 
have turn'd to a much better Account ; eſpecially, 
if they had apply'd to the Parliament, as they 
might have done, to have ſupported them in this 
Fiſhery, by prohibiting all other Nations from 
fiſhing upon our Coaſts. | 

This Fiſhery, in due Time, when our Men were 
grown expert at it, would not only bring us in 
between tw] o and three Millions yearly, as ir does 
the Dutch at preſent; but would be a perpetual 
Nurſery of the beſt of Sailors, againſt any Emer- 
gency. It can therefore be reckoned nething leſs 
than Infatuation, that we ſhould negle& fo be- 
neficiil a Commerce, which courts us, as it were, 
at our own Doors, if I may uſe that Expreſſion; 
whilſt we yearly ſend Numbers of Ships, at in- 
finite Expence to the Eaſt-Indies, Which is the moſt 
deſtruttive Trade that any Nation can e engaged 
in; as it exports all our Bullion, and brings us in 
Return, nothing but Articles of expenſive Luxury, 
which we had berter be withour. 

It can't be deny'd, however, that Great Britain 
is, even at prelent, a great and powerful Nation; 
but, at the ſame Time, it muſt be confeſs'd, that 
ſhe might make a much more conſiderable Figure, 
did ſhe put to a right Uſe thole Treaſures, With 
which Providence has peculiarly bleſſed her, exclu- 


ſive of all other Nations: And it 1s a very melan- 


choly Conſideration, that we want nothing but a 
wile M——, who underſtand the true Intereſt of 
the Kingdom, and would heartily purſue it, tO 
xender us more flouriſhing, and as formidable, as 

any 
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any People in Europe, not excepting, even the 
French. NED 

This may, perhaps, ſeem a Paradox, but never- 
theleſs, it is demonſtrably Matter of Fact; for 
if, whilſt we groan under ſuch a Load of Debts, 
and Taxes, and whilit our Trade Ithours under ſo 
many Diſcouragements, it is in our Power (till to hold 
the Ballance of Europe (as it inconteſtably is, thanks 
to the Poliſh Election, may we never loſe it again 
by ſuch 1! Conduct as before:) What a Figure 
might we make, it we wholly engroſſed the 
Moollen Trade, as we caſily might, by preventing 
the Exportation Of Our Hool; and if we ſerved all 
thoſe Countries miab Herring, Which are now fur- 
ni ſhed by the Dutch, from our own Coaſts. 

Both theſe Trades Would ſupply us with an 
ample Revenue tO ſupport and carry on a War, in 
Caſe of any Exigency ; and the latter would pro- 
vide us, in an Initant, a ſufficient Number of able 
Hands, to Minn the Royal Navy, aſſert the Do- 


. minion Of the Sea, ſtrike a Terror into the boldeſt 


of our Enemies, and ſecure both our Coaſts, and 
our Merchants, from any Inſults whatſoever. 

Our happy Situation, which renders us inacceſſible 
but by Sea, makes that fine Compliment of Mr. 
Waller to Oliver Cromwcll not extravagant; and 
there is more Truth in it, than moſt People are 
AWare on: | 


Lords of the World's great Waſte, the Ocean, vs 
Whole Foreſts ſend to reign upon the Sea ; 

And ev'ry Coaſt may trouble, or relieve, 

But none can viſit us, without our Leave : 
Angels and We have this Prerogative, 

That none can at our happy Seats arrive 

Whilſt we deſcend, at Pleaſure to invade 

The Bad with Vengeance, and the Good ſo aid. 


In 
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In ſhort, I can't help being aſtoniſhed at that 
miſtaken Policy, which wouid involve Great- Britain 
in a War by Land, on Account of the Quarrels of 
our Neighbours on the Continent. It is a very diſpu- 
table Point, Whether we ought to engage in any War 
at all, on their Behalf, ſince it is very certain, 
that let the Iſſue be as it will, the conquering Power 
Can never hurt Great- Britain, While the continues 
Miſtreſs of the Sea; and ſhe has the beſ# Opportunity 
in the World, of increaſing her Commerce, whilſt 
her Neighbours are involved in a War: But it is 
very evident, that if we ought, it ought only to 
be a War by Sea. It is true, the ingenius Mr. 
Walſingbam is of a Contrary Opinion; and de- 
clared, ſome Time ago, in the Free-Briton , 
« That it was a Folly to imagine his Majeſty 
« would not keep his German Dominion: now he 
* had them; and that weought to aſſiſt him in the 
« defending them, whenever they are attacked.“ 
It may be ſo, and I will not diſpute it, fince the 
Houſe of Commons have likewiſe been pleaſed to 
take a Reſolution ro that Purpoſe ; otherwiſe I 
ſhould have told him, that it is inconſiſtent with 
the Adt of Settlement, As it is, I ſhall only 
ask, how the Dominions of the Houſe of Hanover 
come to be more in Danger now, at every Turn, 
than they uſed to be before that Family were 
poſſeſſed of the Crown of Great- Britain? 
His late Majeſty, when Elector of Hanover, was 
always able to defend his Dominions, againſt a/} 
Invaders whatſoever; and it is certain that, ar 
preſent, it would be the Intereſt of all the Princes 
of Germany, to concur to prevent the Ruin of any 
Prince of the Empire; eſpecially fo conſiderable 
a Prince as the Elector of Hanover ; ſince the 
Acceſſion of his Dominions to any other, would 
make that Prigce an Over- match for maſt of 
them: I think it therefore demonſtrable, that the 
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T -_ and Revenues of that FleForate, in Con- 
junction with thoſe whoſe Intereſt it will ever be 
to alliſt her, will always be ſufficient to ſecure her- 
ſelf. Should ir be otherwiſe, his Majeſty's Ger- 
man Dominions would be ſo far from being any 
Advantage to Great-Britain, that it would be infi- 
nitely better for her, that they were in any other 
Hands, 5 IR 

In Effect, it is not the real Intereſt of Great- 
Britain, that her Princes ſhould have any Domi- 
nions on the Continent, although I join in Opi- 
nion with Mr. Walſingbam, that they will not 
willingly part with them, when once poſſeſſed 
thereof; becaufe tis contrary to the Nature of 
Mankind to part willingly with any Power 
whereof they are once poſſeſs d; but this does not 
prove that they are all beneficial to this Kingdom, 
On the contrary, if, inſtead of their German Do- 
minions, our Monarchs were now in Poſſeſſion of 
as firm Footing in Fraxce, as our Edward III. or 


Henry V. were, all the Advantage that would ae- 


crue to Greai- Britain from thence, would be, to be 
drained of her Men and Money to maintain thoſe 
Acquiſitions: For if we look into the Hiſtory of 
England, we ſhall find, notwithitanding their 
Conqueſts, that the People never granted larger 
Subſidi:s to their Kings, than in the Reigns o 
Edward III. and Henry V. 

As Great- Britain is a trading Nation, it is very 
certain that the ought to cultivate the Arts of 
Peace, by which alone Trade flouriſhes; and that 
fhe never ought to engage in any War, unleſs it 
be in Defence of her juſt Rights and Liberties, as 
when the Spaniards beſieged Gibralter, and com- 
mitted ſuch numberleſs Depredat ions upon Our 
Merchants, alias ſturdy Beggers : In all other Cafes, 
as ſhe is ſecure both by her Situation, and her 
ſuperior Fleet, from any foreign Invaſion, ſhe has 
very 
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very little Bufineſs to intermeddle; on the con- 
trary, ſhe can never have ſo fine an Opportunity of 
extending her Commerce, as when her Neighbours are 
all involved in a War, as ] before obſerved. 

In the Name of Wondcr, what is it to Greats 
Britain who is choſen King of Poland? We ſaw, 
in the Aﬀair of Thorn, What Regard was had to 
us, by the late King Auguſ?us; what Realon have 
we therefore to wiſh to ſce his Son upon the 
Throne, preferable to King Staniſtaus? Whoever 
is elected can neither be any Advantage or De- 
triment to this Nation; and we have as little to 
do to interfere therein, as we ſhould have, in 
Caſe of the Demile of the preſent Grand Signior, 
to intermeddle in the Election of the next 
Sultan. 

For Heaven's Sake, then, let, us for once, conſult 
our own Intereſt; and having, by our ſtrenuous 
Endeavours, prevented the farther Extenſion of the 
Laws Of Exciſe, let us next exert ourſelves to 
encourage and promote our Commerce, in thoſe 
two profitable Branches, the Moollen Manufattory, 
and the Her ing- Fiſhery, It 1s certain that neither 
the French nor Dutch can rival us therein, unleſs 
we ſupply them clandiſtinel; with our Weol, which 
is like lending them a Rif to cut our n Throats; 
let us therefore carnelily beg our Repreſentatives, 
to prevent that clandeſtine Exportetion, not only 
by the moſt ſevere Penalties, but by placing ſuch 
Guards all along the Coaſts, at proper Diſtances, 
as may render it impratticable: I muſt confels, I 
cannot ſee any better Uſe, to which our prefent 
Number of ſtanding Forces Can be put. 

However, ſubmitting that to better Judgment, 
this is certain, that unleſs our Commerce, not only 
in thoſe two Branches, bur in ſeveral others, 
eſpecially our Weſt India Trade, be pat under 
better Regulations, it will ſoon be intirely on. 
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We ſee our Sugar Colonies fall to decay daily; in- 
ſomuch that a Plantation is worth little more than 
hilf what it was a few Years ago; whilſt, on the 
other Hand, the French Colenies thrive incredibly ; 
and, if due Care be not taken, will foon be our 
Rivals in the Sugar-Trade. Had the Exciſe Bill pat- 
ſed, and Sugar followed the Fate of Vine and 


Tobacco, as was intended, our Weſft- India Merchants 


would ſoon have felt the bleſſed Efes, of it; nor 
need one be a Conjuier to toretel, that the French 
would then have gone near to run away with that 
Trade allo, as they already have with almoſt the 
whole Trade to the Levant. 

It was no Sccret to our Neighbours in Holland, 
what would have been the Effects of the curſed 
Exciſe Scheme; andas their Intereſt in Trade is in- 
compatible with ours, they were almoſt as anxious 
about the Succeſs of it as ourſelves; with this 
Difference, that they as much iſhed it might go 


forward as we dreaded it, well knowing it muſt ine- 


vitably transfer ſeveral Branches of our Commerce 
to them: As they therefore would have been very 
glad to have ſeen us ruined, provided they could 
have gotten any thing by our Deſtruction ; I think 
the leaſt we can do, is to return their Kindneſs, 
by raking effectual Care of ourſelves, and excluding 
them both trom the Herring Fiſhery, and the 
Weollen Trade ; eſpecially fince this may be done, 
without the let Injuſtice to them, and without 
leaving them any Shadow of Complaint. 

Our 2 Repreſentatives, who quined in de- 


feating the Exciſe Scheme, have an undoubted Title 


to all the grateful Returns we Can pollibly make 
them; and, I dare believe, ſogood an Opinion have 
T of my Cuuntrymcn, that there is nut one who 
oppoſe4 it, but will be juyfully received again, if he 
ſhould think fit to offer his Service at the next 
Election; as, on the other Hand, 1 firmly hope, 

1 that 
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that every one who wed fer it, will be rejected 
with Sci and Centempt, unleſs it be the Mem- 
bers for ſome N Boroughs andCorporations, 
they being the fitteſt Perſons to repreſent a People 
ſo laviſhly diſpoſed. 

But notwitnſtanding thoſe glorious Patriots be- 
fore mentioned, by their faithful and effe&ual 
Services, in ſo critical a Juncture, have already 
an indiſputable Claim to our higheſt Gratitude, 
it will add greatly to our Obligations, if they 
will endeavour, the firit Opportunity, to get the 
Exciſe Laws put under a better Regulation, as allo . 
to get the Septennial Act, and the Riot Aci repeal- 
ed, and the Army disbanded, there not being the 
leaſt Reaſon wh. they ſhould be continued any 
longer, when the Nation are all united within 
tkemielves, and there is no Room to apprehend 
any Commotions from the Diſaffected, whole Num- 
_ _ ſo inconſiderable, that they are not to be 
cared. 

By repealing theſe Laws, and enacting ſome 
others for the Encouragement of Trade, we 
may hope, in due Time, to be caſed of Part of 
that grievous Load of Taxes, under which we 
now groan, and to become as formidable to our 
Enemies, as we were in the Time of Queen 
Elizabeth and Oliver Cromovel: The Spaniards will 
not then dare to attempt to plunder our Merchant 
Ships, or, if they do, they may be aſſured they 
will not do it with Impunity, | | 

In ſo doing, our Repreſentatives will truly de- 
ſerve the Name of Repreſentatives of the People, 
or, if there is one yet more glorious, Of Fathers of 
:heir Country ; Whilſt they meet with a Reward 
above all Price, above all Places and Penſions, in 
the Godlike Satisfaclion of having done Gcod (0 
Thouſands, and having the continual Prayers of 
all the honeſt Part of the Nation, tor their el al 
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and Proſperity ; which, to a virtuous Mind, mult 
be the moſt exquiſite Pleaſure the World can 
afford. 
Our Papers, from all Parts of this Kingdom, 
are full of the grateful Acknowledgements and 
Thanks of our Countrymen, to thoſe of their 
Repreſentatives who oppoſcd the Exciſe Bill; 
they have been received every where with ſuch 
unfeigned Joy, ſuch repeated Acclamations, and 
ſuch Numbers of People of the belt Figure, as 
has hardly ever been before heard of; whilſt, on 
the contrary, thoſe Gentlemen who voted for it, 
have the Mortification to fee themſclves univer- 
ſally (lighted, and their Conduct generally diſ- 
approved: It is believed, and hoped, they will 
likewiſe have the Mortification to be generally 
thrown out, where-ever they offer their Services; 
and, I would fain know, whether any Man of 
Spirit, would think a Penſion, or a Place, a ſuf- 
ficicnt Compenſation for the Loſs of the Affec- 
tions of his Countrymen : If there be any ſuch 
roveling Souls, tis io be hoped, that when they 
ave no longer a Seat in the Houſe, they will be 
farther puniſhed, with the Loſs of their Places and 
Penſions. 

It thoſe Gentlemen had any Value for their 
Characters hereafter, they would have conſidered, 
what a Figure they are likely to make in the Eng- 
liſh Hiſtory, when their Behaviour, in a Point of 
{uch Importance, whereupon the Liberties of the 
whole Nation depended, comes to be related, 
The beſt Excuſe that can poilibly be made for 
them, is, that they were deceived by the Projector, 
and really thought that Bill was calculated for 
the Advantage of the Kingdom; and what a 


poor Excuſe will this be, that they were fo »eak as 


to be deceived. in a Bill, which all the reſt 
F of 
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of the Nation ſaw plainly was Calculated to 
inſlave them. , EY: 

believe Tome of them with, by this Time, 
that they had acted another Part; but 'ris paſt 
recalling; and tho' we hd the good Fortune, 
by our unwearied Endeavours, to have the Bill 
put olf ro a long Day, yet we had the Satisfaction 
to diſcover, what Lengths they were prepared to 
run, in Compliance with the Defires of an ambi- 
tious, and over-weening Projector: Happy was it 
for Great. Britain, that we had a Remnant that 
were faithful, and who had not bowed their Knees 
to Baal. | | TE ns 

Let the Peril we eſcaped this Time, make us fer 
a due Value upon our Liberties for the future, and be 
very cautious with whom we intruſt them, at the 
next Election for Members to ſerve in Parliament; 
it we arc not, I mult confeſs, I think we ſhall de- 
Clare ourſelves unworthy of ſo great a Bleſſing : And, 


indeed, how can we expect to preſerve them, if 


we are entirely indolent Who we make the Guar- 
dians thereof? | | 


When we have once choſen them our Repre- 


ſentatives in Parliament, it is not in our Power to 


call them o any Account for their Conduct 
therein ; which makes the Truſt ſtill the greater, 
and ought conſequently to render us the more 
careful on whom we beſtow ic. How furpriz- 
ing then mult it be, to ſee ſeveral Boroughs clect 
tor their Members, ſuch Gentlemen, as not only 
have no Eſtates near them, but of whom they had 
little or no Knowledge betore they came to offer 
their Services to them on this Occaſion! 

Would not any one imagine that it Was a Truſt 
of little or no Conſequence? Or would any one 
believe, that theſe Gentlemen were to have the 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties, of theſe very Peo- 
ple in their Diſpoſal 2 What a ſtrange b 

an 


(45 ) 

and Infatuation muſt this be! Were any Man to 
be tried for his Life or Liberty, by a Fury, would 
not he be to the laſt Degree anxious whether they 
were honeſt Men Or not? And ſhall we be leſs anxix 
ous about the Choice of thoſe, who have the Lives 
and Liberties of the hole Nation in their Hands? 
God furbid : Let us rouze ourſelves, and ſhake off 
the criminal Lethargy, Waich had already like to 
have coſt us /% dear. . 

If we ſhould be ſo indelent as to have no Re- 
gard for ourſclves, one would think we ought to 
have ſome Conſideration for our Poſterity, who 
being innocent, ought, by no Means, to ſuffer 
through our unaccountable Careleſſneſs, to call” 
it no Worſe: But 'tis much to be feared, that 


thoſe who won't ſtir to help themlcives, will 


hardly be perfuaded to ſtir to help another, tho 
never ſo much bound in Duty to it. 

| flatter myſelf, however, with Hopes, that 
molt of us have been 10 effe&ually alarmed, by the 
fevere Shock the Conſtitution had like lately to have 
felt, that we ſhall join beartily in purſuing the true 
intereſt of the Nation, as ſoon as ever Occaſion. 
offers: And that thoſe Corporations and Boroughs, 
which have already betrayed their ſlawiſh Sentiments, 
by almoſt;dolizing thoſe who would have made them 
little better than Hewers of Wood, and Drawers o 
Water, will find fo few diſpoſed like themſelves, 
that they, /ike ſome other Gentry,'will only have the 
In fam) and Mortification, to have ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be dragged thro a Horſe-pond to no Purpoſe. 

L muſt coolh I can never enough admire at 
the inconſiſtent Conduct of thole Boroughs; but yer 
the City of N51 furprizes me intinitely more 
than all the reſt; as it is a trading City, and has 
ſenſibly felt the bleſſed Effetts of a certain Perſon's 
A n, in the almoſt entire Decay of their 
Commerce: That ſuch a City ſhould be tempted, 
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by any Conſideration whatſoever, to receive with 
the utmoſt Magnificence in their Power, the wery 
Man, who juſt before attempted to give the fatal 
Blow to all Commerce in general, is ſuch an In- 
ſtance of In ſatuation, or ſomewhat worſe, as is not 
to be parallel d in Hiſtory; and will ſcarcely find 
Credit wich Poſterity. | 

It is not to be believed, but ſuch Perſons, at 
the next Election for Members to ſerve in Par- 
lament, will readily receive any one, who comes 
recommended, by the abovementioned certain 
Perſon ; but notwithſtanding that ſame art hy 
Gentleman has ample Power abundant and Oppor tu- 
nities of expreſſing his Gratitude to theſe People, 
for their ready Submiſſion to his Fleaſure, I 
much Queſtion, whether they will find their Ac- 
count therein; if the Reſolution ſhould hold, that 
is ſaid in the News to be taken by great Num- 
bers of Sturdy Beggars, tO buy no more of the Ma- 
nufactures of that City. X 
I muſt own, I can't help thinking it a very 
| Juſt Retribution to them, for their ſervile Flat- 
rery and Adulation; tis a perfect Lex Talionis : For 
as their ſlaviſh Example, ſhould it be follow'd 
(which Heaven forbid) tends to the Ruin of the 
whole Body of Merchants; it is but juſt, that the 
whole Body of Merchants ſhould join to ruin them. 


e Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 
Duam Necis Arti ſices Arte perire ſud. 


It is a great Pleaſure to me, to find my Coun- 
trymen expreiling ſuch a handſome Reſentment 
againſt thoſe falſe Brethren, who would berray 
them into Slavery; it ſhews a Spirit, which, I 
hope, will always be kept alive amongſt Britons, 
in ſpite of the utmoſt Efforts of ſuch Men, whole 


Actions won't bear the Light, to quell it: Let me 
recom- 
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recommend it to them to prize and cheriſh it, for 
when once that is extin#, farewel the Liberties of 
Great Britain, | 

It is a great Misfortune, that Liberty is never 
truly priz'd, nor 1ts Value fully known, but in 
thoſe Countries where it is loſt; it is owing to a 
certain Pravity in human Nature, that we never 
rightly eſteem thoſe Bleſſings which we enjoy: 
Were it not for this, we ſhould want 30 Exhor- 
tations to incite us to preſerve them; and a think- 
ing Frenchman would be to the laſt Degree aſto- 
riſh'd, to find it neceſſary to ule ſo many Ar- 
guments, to induce us to exert ourſelves in the 


Defence Of a 5 of the Loſs whereof we ought 


to be no leſs jealous, than the moſt rigid Spa- 
niard of his Wife or Miſtreſs. 

This Alluſion may be carried yet farther ; If a 
Spaniard 1s jealous of open Attacks, he is no leſs 
ſuſpicious Of ſecret and filent Approaches; in the 
like Manner, we ought not only to be upon our 


Guard againſt any open Invaſion of our Liberties ; 


but we ought alſo to be very carefully upon the 
Watch, againſt the /ecret, and 10 leſs dangerous 
Practices of Corruption and Bribery, 

Perhaps my Readers may be ſarpriz'd, to hear 
me ſo often mention Bribery and Corruption, ſince 
the Act is pals'd to prevent them, on very ſevere 
Penalties ; and I mult confeſs I ſhould have been 


out of Countenance at ſo doing, had not my 


good Friend Ocherne, that ſagacious old Gentlemo- 
man, Who, we all know, has very good Intelligence 
from the higher Powers, inſinuated, in her Journal 
Of Auguſt 1, not only that the Act may be evaded, 
but alſo brought a Doctrine to prove, that it is 
praiſe- worthy 10 to do: Hear the old Lady in her 
own Words. — We may bribe againſt Bribery, 
* and corrupt againſt Corruption, the Welfare of 
* our Country demands it. The End is good, 
and Matt. Prior has told us;“ The 
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The End muſt juſtify the Means; 
He only fins who Ill intends : 

If then it is to combat Foil, 

'Tis lawful to employ the Devil. 


Ic is true, the good Gentlewoman tells us, that 
this is the Practice of the Enemics of the 
A— — n, ag ainſt next tlcEtion; but as every 
body knows the whole E/t tes of the Heads of 
that Party would not ſufficc for that Purpcſe, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoule ſhe took the Hint, from 
what ſhe has known practiſed among her Friends; 
and has now blab'd it out den ſeaſonably : This 
puts me in Mind of a Lady. who, as ſhe was 
walking in the Fields with a Gentleman, muft 
needs entertain him with one of her own In- 
trigues, under the Character of a third Perſon ; 
but when it came to the critical Point, betray'd 
herſelf after this Manner: The Concluſion of this 
Adventure, ſays ſhe, was really very pleaſant; for 
here lay his Head, and there lay my Heels: I 
leave the Application to Goody Osborne, and ſhall 
return from whence J have digreſſed. 

I was obſcrving, that the Value of Liberty is 
never fully known, but in thoſe Countries where it 
is entirely loſt: 1 ſhould likewiſe have obſerved, 
that Hiſtory furniſhes us with wery few, if any, 
Inſtances of its ever being recover'd, when oxce it 
has been either tamely rehign'd, ſubverted by pen 
Force, Or treacherouſly undermin'd and betray'd : And 
that thoſe Inſtances had never happen'd, but for 
ſome horrid, inhuman, and uncowmon OP PRES- 
SLON, which united the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple as one Man, or ſome unforeſeen and ſudden Ac> 
cident Which made it abſolutcly neceſſary for the So- 
vereigus themſelves to reſtore the People to their 
ancient Liberties, in order 10 preſerve themlelves in 
Power, 
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Power, when they have apprehended that their A, 
fitance would be wanted, to ſupport a diſputed Title 
againſt ſome formidable Competitor. 

I ſhall mention but two Inſtances hereof, the fr 
ſhall be that of che Seven Provinces, and the cther of 
the Kingdom of Sweden: The former of theſe, every 
one knows, were ſubject to the Spaniſh Yoke, till 
about the Reign of the glorious Queen Elizabeth, 
and were conſtantly ruled by Governor: ſent 
from the Court of Spain, who were little better 
than ſo many wild Beaſts of Prey; this, however, 
they long bore patiently, and without any Hopes of 
Redreſs. But about that Time, Philip II. having a 
Mind to ſettle the Inquiſition in the Seventeen Pro- 


vinces, as he already had in Spain, gave Cardinal 


Grandval Orders to eſtabliſh that bloody Tribunal 
there; and the People making fome Refiſtance 
ainſt it, that Cardinal, ſupported by the Duke 
Alva with a powerful Army, committed fuch 
borrid Cruelties, and was guilty of ſuch inhuman 
Oppreſſion, that the Barbarities perpetrated in the 
WEST, under their Brothers F EFFERIES and 
KIRK, were not to be compared with them ; 
and the People being g exaſperated, roſe as one 
Man, under the Command of the Prince of 
Orange, and the Counts Egmont and Horn, to 
whom the Cardinal gave the Name of GUEU X, 
or STURDY BEGGARS, and with Seas of 


Blood, infinite Expences, and conſummate Bravery, 


being aihſted by that vir:uows Queen, drove out 


their Oppreſſors. Tis true, Ten of the Provinces 
ſubmitted ro the Spaniſh Yoke, on Condition the 
Inquiſition ſhould be aboliſhed ; but the other Seven 
ſhook of the Yoke entirely, and have continued 
free ever ſince. ; 

As for the Swedes, no-body can deny, but 
they were as much, Or more, Slaves, under the 
Reign of Charles XII. than the French are now ? 
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end they certainly had continued ſo ſtill, had 
not that Monarch been teen off fo ſuddenly : But 
that Prince being killd fo unexpectedly, and 
leaving all Things in Confuſion, the preſent Queen, 
whote Title was diſputed by the Dake of Hlſtein, 
RIGHTLY judg'd, that it would be god Policy to 
get the States of the, Kingdom on her Side; and 
that the mcſf fectual Way to do fo, was to cndear 
herſelf to them, by reforing them to their Liber- 
rice; (which otherwiſe, very probably, ſhe never 
would have dune, few being fond of parting with 
that Power whereof they are once in PG ſion) 
and accordingly gain'd her Point, to the Exuluſion 
of the young' Duke. Had either CH XII liv'd 
to have had Heirs of his Body, or had he /ertled 
the Succeſſion before his Deceaſe, tis very certain, 
that the next Prince would hardly have made 
ſuch Conccllions to the People; and they muſt 
have remain'd in Statu Duc, until it had-pleatcd 
Heaven ro have rcliev'd them, which could nor 
have been but by a Miracle ; and that is an Ex- 
periment I would adviſe no Nation to rely upon, 
unleſs they are better entitled to its Favour, than 
molt are at preſent. 

Having thus ſhewn how dangerous it is to part 
with Liberty; and that it is not to be recovered but 
with Seas of Blood, or by a Miracle; I flatter my- 
ſelf, I need ſay little more to my Countrymen, 
to induce them to make a good uſe of the Op- 
portunity that will be put into their Hands next 
Election, to ſecure their Liberties effectually. by 
2 none but Men of Hunowr and Integrity; 
whom they may ſafely intruſt with ſuch a precious 
Pledge. 

The moſt probable Way of doing this, will 
be by clecting ſuch as have large Eilates near 
the Boroughs, and in the Counties which they 
aic to repreſent ; always, provided they are Gen- 
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tlemen Of Character, not Abſentees, nor in a cer- 
tain Black Liſt: We may then expect to ſee all 
Frauds whatſoever, as effeFually enquired into, as 
thoſe in the Cuſtoms , ſome of our Troops disbanded, 
the Laws of Exciſe put under a better Regulation, 
and Trade in ali us Branches (except 8 T O C Ke 
JOBBING) heartily encouraged. 

Theſe, and many other leilings, we may pro- 
mile ourſelves, if we are but rrue to our own la- 
tereſt; and if we are not, I mult ſay, that what= 
ſoever follows, we ſhall richly deſerve it, and ſhall 
have no- body to thank but ourſeives: Experience 
is faid to be the Miſtreſs of Fools, and I hope 
we ſhall not prove ourſelves to be worſe than 
Fools, that is, ſuch Wretches, whom even E 
rience cannot teach. © I remember to have read 
« ſomewhere a Fable of a Dog, who happening 
* ro be ſ/calded, would never afterwards venture 
« out in the Rain, On being ask'd the Reaſon 
* of his being /o fearful, and his anſwering, that 
he had been ſclded with Water, he was /ufs 
&« ficzently laugh'd at, and told, that the Water which 
„ fcalded him was hot, Whereas this was cold: 
« But the Dog gravely reply'd; How do 1 know 
« that, till | feel it, and then it may be teo late to 
* help myſelf.” 

Tho' I by no means approve altogether of the 
Dog's Caution, and therefore do not preſcribe it 
as an Example to be imitated; yet, I think, it was 
an Error on the right Side, and much more to be 
commended, than a fooliſh Temerity : I am ſure, if 
there ſhould be any Boroughs, Who not believing an 
Exciſe upon Mines and Tobacco would have burt us, 
and endangered our Conſtitution, ſhouid be willing to 
run the Riſque Of the Experiment, by electing ſuch 
Members, as have already woted for the Bill, I 
will not fay, they would be PUPPIES for 
their Pains; but every tbinking Man Will agree 
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with me, that they would not be half fo OM as 
the Dog above mentioned. 

Felix quem faciunt, aliena pericula Cantum ; is 
both an old and true Proverb; if ſo, what muſt 
they be, who will not be forewarn'd by their 
onen Danger ? They muſt be ſuch as Solomon ſays, 
will never be wile, tho" they are bray'd in a Mortar: 
Leaving ſuch fupid Wretches thefefore to die in 


their Filly, | ſhall only rcmin'd m) honeſt Coun- 


men, that a burnt Child dreads the Fire; and that 
it will be the loſt Opportunity many of _—_ will 
have of «ſſerting their Freedorn, 
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